COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL

At the inaugural meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday, 6th May 2003 there were present: -

Councillors:  
D J Atherley


          

C T Elsmore


          

C P Kay

                       

A M Lacey


           

C Lusty

               

Mrs J A Marrott

                        
N W Penny

 

 
R D Phelps

                        
M T Weston

The members were welcomed to the meeting by Councillor A M Lacey and were asked to introduce themselves and give a short outline of their expertise and interest in any particular fields.

25.
DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
All Councillors completed their declarations, which were witnessed by the Clerk.

The retiring Mayor, Mr A M Lacey, thanked the Council for the help he had been given throughout his term of office.  He advised that work commitments didn’t allow him to spend as much time as he would have wished working for the town and advised that he would not be seeking re-election.

26.
ELECTION OF MAYOR FOR THE ENSUING YEAR
Councillor M T Weston expressed his disappointment that Councillor Lacey felt unable to continue as Mayor.  The Council was appreciative of Councillor Lacey’s work commitments and understood that he was not always able to attend as many civic functions as he would have wished.  He thanked Councillor Lacey for his past service.

Councillor M T Weston nominated Councillor A M Lacey for the office of Mayor.  There being no other nominations, Councillor Lacey accepted the office.

Councillor C T Elsmore reminded the Council that continuity was important at the current time with both new members and a new Clerk.

27.
ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR FOR THE ENSUING YEAR
Councillor Mrs J A Marrott was nominated by Councillor C T Elsmore for the position of Deputy Mayor.  There being no other nominations, Councillor Mrs J A Marrott accepted the position.

28.
PROPOSALS FOR CO-OPTION FOR THE FOUR VACANT SEATS
The Mayor read out three letters from residents of the area who wished to be considered for co-option to the Council. Discussions were held as there were four vacant seats.

RESOLVED: An advertisement would be placed in the press asking for further expressions of interest and that the co-options be carried forward to the May meeting of the Council.

29.
BANK ACCOUNT – NEW MANDATE
The new mandate and signatories was completed for deposit with the bank.

30.
ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES FOR COMMITTEES
With four vacant seats until the co-options take place discussions were held as to the make-up of the committees. 

RESOLVED: Current Councillors, who had previously sat on a Committee would continue to do so on a temporary basis, until all seats on the Council had been filled.  Councillor N Penny will be co-opted temporarily, onto the Planning Committee.  Councillor R Phelps would temporarily attend meetings of the Gloucestershire Market Forum meetings with Councillor Mrs J A Marrott.

31.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Councillor M Weston brought to the attention of the meeting the obnoxious odour opposite Beale’s garage in Whitecliff on 4th May.  He also stated that he understood the problems of Whitecliff Brook were to be raised by Diana Organ MP in the House of Commons.

Councillor M Weston stated the he was appalled that recently, there had been major roadworks on the A48 at Minsterworth whilst at the same time work was being carried out on the A4136 at Worrall Hill.  This caused a great deal of inconvenience for the travelling public on both routes to and from Gloucester.  This appeared to be bad forward planning by the Highways authority.

32.
CORRESPONDENCE
(i)
Dr J Camp and Mrs G Camp 

Dr J Camp and Mrs G Camp wrote to express thanks for the recent presentation evening.  Dr Camp and Mrs Camp said how much they had enjoyed their terms of office, how friendly, co-operative and supportive of the welfare of the town the Council had been and sent their very best wishes for the future work of the Council.

(ii)
Gloucestershire County Council – Emergency Management Service

A sample leaflet had been received explaining what people should do in an emergency.  Councillor C Elsmore requested that the Council obtain a small stock of these leaflets.

(iii)
Coleford and District Crime Prevention Panel

The next scheduled meeting was due on the 7th May.  The Deputy Mayor, Mrs J A Marrott will attend on behalf of the Council as members have yet to be elected as representatives to Committees.

(iv)
Bream Health Forum

As the meeting was held on Tuesday 6th May, before the inaugural meeting of the Council, apologies for absence are to be forwarded to the Forum.

33.
ACCOUNTS
1972 CDL Stone – Clock Tower repairs




8424.75

1973 Eski Market – x 7 picture frames




    62.93

1974 J A Marrott – travelling expenses GMTF board meeting

    40.51

1975 Skip it – Coleford Cemetery skip hire




    50.00

There being no other business the Mayor closed the meeting at 7.42pm
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